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“J have set watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem, who shall never hold their peace day nor night.” 
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A SERMON, 
BY WALTER BULLARD. 

‘But the heavens and the earth which are now, 
by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire 
against the day of judgment, and perdition of un- 
godly men.” —2 Peter iii: 7. 

The commen interpretation of our text and 
context, gives to its language a literal meaning. 
{tis generally supposed that it is the literal 
heavens over our head, and the literal earth un- 
der our feet, that are reserved unto fire against 











‘ments (such as fire, air, earth and vere are to 
| be consumed or melted with fire ? We hear much 


| said about fables—but the fact is, there are hun- 


| dreds of fabulous stories which nobody believes, 


! . . . - 
a2 —_—_—_.-z. | and which inde ot written to be believed 
Terms—$1,50 in advance —$2,00 at the expiration of d deed were n . 


i that in my view are far more worthy of credit than 





| the common opinion of the subject before us. 

| ‘The ideathat this natural heaven and earth, 
| that these natural elements, are to be burgiimp, is 
contrary to the plainest demonstrabl —_ 
Though the world may be disorganized m- 
posed yet itis impossible in the nature of ‘Things, 
\thatit should be annihilated. ‘The term annihi- 
lated has no perceptible meaning when, applied 
tothe subject. Nothing material which has be- 
ing, can be annihilated—it cannot cease to be in 
'all forms, inasmuch as something cannot be 
jconverted into nothing. To suppose  oth- 
| erwise would be to admit of the most palpable con- 
| tradiction. 

| But again—under a literal view of this subject, 
| what are we to understand by the new heavens, 













the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly /and the new earth, which the apostle looked for? 
men. And that, therefore, at. the day of judg-| Is there tobe a new material system, after this 
ment, the literal heavens and earth will be on present material system is destroyed? For if we 


fire; and that the natural elements (such of} understand one part of this account in a literal 
course as fire, air, earth and water,) 


with fervent heat; and that the world and all 
things therein willbe burnt up. 


will melt | sense, we certainly must the whole. It is possible 


of their system. ‘That the judgment described 
by the apostle, in our text and context, is no other 
than this, we shall show by comparing it with 
the account of the Jewish calamity as given by our 
Lord. In examination of our text, it will be prop- 
er in the first place, to ascertain the time at 
which the event mentioned was to be fulfilled :— 
and this will be done by consulting the context, 
by comparing other relative passages. 

In the first verse of the context the apostle 
says, ‘This second Epistle, beloved, I now write 
unto you, in both which I stir up your minds, 
by way of remembrance.” By way of remem~- 
brance of what? let it now be asked :—for from 
this it would appear that his brethren had been 
previously instructed in something of importance, 
which he would here remind them of. Aud what 
was this? The answer is contained in what fol- 
lows :—“that ye may be mindful of the words 
which were spoken before by the holy prophets, 
and of the capyrandment of us the apostles of 
our Lord and Saviour.” And what were these ? 
“Knowing this, first, that there shall come, im 
the last days, scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts.” Well, when were these last days? for 
this is the time we are in pursuit of. . This ques 
tion will be answered by comparing relative pas- 





“But 


| some may have viewed the subject in this light.but 


| This view of | I doubt whether it isso understood ingeneral. But beloved, remember ye the apostles of our Lord 
the subject has led to mauy speculative opinions | why uot ? 


sages. Frst then, we notice Jude, 17, 18. 


Is it not as evident from the language | Jesus Christ ; how they told you there should be 


as to the time when this great conflagration is \ of the apostle that there is to be a new material | mockersin the last time. Again,! Tim. iv: 1.“Now 


to take place. Some have imagined it would | 
come at one time, and some at another ; and in| 
tov many instances pevple have been alarmed | 
by being told that this dreadful catastrophe was | 
near at hand, But notwithstanding all the 
frightfnland alarming stories which have been 
told from time to time about this wonderful 
event ithas not yet taken place ; nor do we dis- 
cover any signs ofits being near. Although false 
prophets have, from time to time, prophesied 
falsely by pretending to fix the time of this event, 
and in this way created much fear and anxiety in 
the minds of weak and ignorant people, yet, not- 
withstanding their repeated impositions, many 
still continue to follow them, and eredit their 
vain and foolish speculations. But, my friends, 
it becomes us to pause and reflect on these things 
—we have, doubtless, been imposed upon long 
enough—therefore let _us be deceived no longer : 
but, inquire into this matter, and examine the 
subject carefully, what we may see whether these 
things be so. 

Is it possible there is a well informed personjto 
be found in this enlightened age who can serious- 
ly credit the idea of a literal interpretation of this 
subject? Is there one who would risk his repu- 
tation on an acknowledged belief uf this opinion ? 
How can we conceive a greater absurdity than 
the notion that this literal globe is to be burnt up, 
and that the natural elements are to melt with 
fervent heat. The idea, to me, appears irration- 
al and inconsistent. What kind of fire, can 
it be supposed, will be required to burn up the 
natural globe? For there is but one kind of ma- 
terial fire ; and is this sufficient to burn up the 
material globe—this ponderous mass of earth, 
rocks and mountains? Or can we imagine a 


heaven and earth, as that this present material | the spirit speaketh expressly,that in the latter time 
heaven and earth are to be blown up ? If we con-| some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to 
tend for the one, must we not upon the same au-| seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” And 
thority, admit the other? Most certainly.— | John says—And this is that spirit of anti-christ, 
From this consideration, therefore, were there no whereof we have heard that it should come ; and 
other, the absurdity of the common opinion is even now already is it in the world.” 1st Epistle, iv: 
made sufficient to appear. But, after all, sup-/3. Again he says,—“Little children, wt is the 
pose we admit the common notion of this ac-| ast time; and as ye have heard that anti-christ 
count, what has all this conflagration to de with! shall come, even now there are many anti-christs ; 
the doctrine of endless misery, which is suppos-| by which we know that it is the last time.” 1st Epis- 
ed here to be taught? Or wherein does it tend | tle, ii: 18. 

in the least degree to favour this doctrine? We! From this it plainly appears that the last days 
have seen that agreeably to the common notion,| or last time, a time in which there should arise 
the world and all therein are to be burnt up—are | false Christs and scoffers, had then already come. 
to be destroyed. Well, now, if the world and| As the apostle again says, “In the last days God 
the ungodly are to be destroyed together, of hath spoken unto us”—showing that the last days 
course this will be the endgpf the wicked—for| were then. This testimony from the Aposties 
although the apostle looked for a new heaven and | agrees with the words of our Lord unto his disci- 
a new earth afterthe old are destroyed, yet he| ples, when they inquired of him concerning the 
says nothing about looking for the ungodly after-| destruction of Jerusalem. ‘Take heed,” said 
wards. Therefore, whatever this account proves| he, “that no man deceive you ; for many shali 
besides, it does not prove the endless misery of| come in my name, saying, I am Christ ; and de- 
a single soul. And hence, though we should fail | ceive many.” Again,—‘And many false proph- 
to make out our view of the subject, our oppo-| ets shall arise, and deceive many.” ow, a3 
nents, even then would gain no advantage over | these false Christs and false prophets, mentioned 


us—for whether this account be found to answer 
our purpose or not, it certainly does not answer 
theirs, without involving the grossest absurdities. 

With these remarks, we now leave the nega- 
tive side of the question, and proceed to the af- 
firmative. And, first, I beg leave to observe, 
that we consider the language of the Apostle, in 
our text and context, like many other parts of the 
Scriptures, to be highly figurative. We under- 
stand, also, (for reasons which we shall not fail to 
give) that the apostle here givesa figurative ac- 
count of the destruction of Jerusalem, the per- 





Sreater inconsistency than that these natural ele- 








dition of the ungodly Jews, and the abolishment 





by our Lord, were to be signs unto the disciples, 
of the near approach of the judgment upon Jeru- 
salem, even sv, as the apostle was going to sjeak 
of the same judgment in our text, he took occa- 
sion first to stir up their minds in regard to these 
things,—concerning the false Christs and scof- 
fers which Christ had said should appear in those 
days, just before the abomination of desolation 
upon Jerusalem. Thus, byscomparing the con- 
text with other Scriptures,“we have not only 





shown that the last dayshad thenalready come, 
but that these were to be signs of the near ap- 
proach of the judgment mentioned in our text.— 
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As the apostle again said,—“That day shall not 
come, except there come a falling away,” 
But to proceed with the context : ‘‘There shall 
come in the last days scoffers, saying, where 
is the promise of his coming ? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of creation. For this 
they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word 
ef God the heavens were of old, and the earth 
standing out of the water and in the water.— 
Whereby the world that then was, being over- 
flowed with water, perished.” From this it ap- 
pears these scoffers not only doubted the coming 
ot Christ in judgment, but were wilfully ignorant 
of the destruction of the old world; for they said, 
“all things remains as they were from the begin- 
ning of the creation.” From this they argued 
that some things would continne to remain, and 
that the promise of the coming of Christ to exe- 
cute judgment would fail also. But again, 
**Whereby the world that then was, being over- 
flowed with water, perished. But the heavens 
and the earth which are now, by the same word, 
are kept in store; reserved unto fire against the 
day of judgment, and perdition of ungodly men.” 


mouth!” Deuteronomy. ‘Let the earth re: 
joice!”—Psalms. “Earth saw, and trembled”— 
Isaiah. In all these instances, and in others too 
numerous to mention, the earth stands for the in- 
habitants of the earth. 

Well now, as the world in the days of Noah, 
was destroyed by water, -o the heavens and earth 
in the days of the apostles, werc reserved to be 
destroyed by fire. By the earth | understand the 
people of the earth, or the ungodly Jews ; and by 
the heavens, I understand the Jewish system or 
polity. By the destruction of the earth, I under- 
stand the perdition of the ungodly ; and by the 
destruction of the heavens, the abolishment of the 
Jewish system—the vanishing away of the old 
covenant, and the end of the temple worship.— 
This view is abundantly corroborated, both by 
Chast and the apostles. Our Lord concludes his 

iption of the destruction of Jerusalem, by 

» * This generation shall not pass away till all 

hings be fulfilled, &c. Compared with his 
words to the Jews—The kingdom of heaven 
shall be taken from you, and be given to another na- 
tion,” &c. Ithink there canremain no doubt 
that all this alludes to the abolishment of the old 





Here let it befnoticed, the flood mentioned in 
the context, is compared with the judgment men- 
tioned in the text. This judgment, we understand 
to be the destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish| 
polity. And now, let the hearer be reminded, 
that the same is made by our ®ed, between the 
flood and the Jewish calamity, as we here discov- 
er made by the apostle. Our Lord says—“But 
as the days of Noah were, so shall also the com- 
ing of the Son of Man, be,” &c. Again, the 
world which then was, being overflowed by wa- 
ter, perished. But how are we to understand this ? 
That it was the literal world or globe that perish- 
ed by water? There would be as much propri- 
ety in this, as in the common notion that itis the 
present literal heavens and earth that are reserv- 
ed unto fire. Yes, with equal reason we may 
give the first a literal construction, as the second. 
Ifany contend that it isthe literal heavens and 
earth which are reserved to be destroyed by fire, 
then I can maintain on equal authority, that it 
was the literal world that was destroyed by wa- 
ter in the days of Noah. But asa literal meaning 
will not be contended for in the first instance, it 
certainly ought not to be in the second:—for if 
we allow one part of the account to be literal, we 
certainly must the whole. In the case concern- 
ing the flood, the world is put for the inhabitants 
of the world; theretore, when we read that the 
world perished,we understand that it'was thepeople 
ofthe world. Hence, in Gen. 7: 23, we read 
—“And every living substance was destroyed 
which was upon the face of the ground, both man 
and cattle, and creeping things, &c. And Noah 
only remained alive, and they that were with 
him.” Thisis nota solitary instance wherein 
world stands for the inhabitants of the world.— 
Observe the following instances. John saith, 
“Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world.” Again, “God so loved the 
world,” &c. Again, “The world cannot hate 
you.” Once more, “God sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world,” and other places too numerous to men- 
tion. Now as the world, in the context, and oth- 
er places, stands for the inhabitants of the world 
so ia like manner, the earth in our text, as well 
as in other places, stands for the inhabitants of the 
earth. Notice the following instances. “O ! 
earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord !” 
—Jeremiah. “Whole earth is of one language” 
—Genesis. QO! earth, hear the words of my 








covenant that was faulty, andto the removing of 
the rites and ceremonies of the temple worship, 
which things the apostle said, ‘“‘were ready to 
vanish away.” But again, Paul, in his epistle 
to the Hebrews, xii: 25-28, gives a still stronger 
corroboration of the view we have taken. ‘See,’ 
says he, “that ye refuse nothim that speaketh ; 
for ifthey"escaped not who refused to hear him 
that spake on the earth, much more shall not we 
escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh 
from heaven ; whose voice then shook the earth: 
but now he hath promised, saying, yet once more 
Ishake not the earth only, but aiso heaven. And 
this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removal of 
those things that are shaken, as of things that are 
made, that those things which cannot be shaken 
may remain. Wherefore we receive a kingdom 
which cannot be moved.” This testimony is clear 
and conclusive, and I think none can misunder- 
stand its meaning, or doubt the application we 
give it. ‘Thisonce more, when heaven was to 


be shaken, signifies the removing of those things 
that are shaken, that those things which 
cannot be shaken, may remain.” Those 


things which were shaken, and ready to vanish 
away, were undoubtedly the ceremonial ordinan- 
ces of the old system. But the things which 
cannot be shaken belong to the new covenant 
which is more perfect and durable, being founded 
on better promises. Hence the apostle says, 
“We receive a kingdom which cannot be moved 
acity which hath foundations.” 

I now proceed to the examination of the sul- 
sequent context. “But beloved, be not ignorant 
of this one thing that one day with the Lord, is as 
a thousand years,” &c. ‘The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness,” &c. Some men said, ‘“‘the Lord was 
slack concerning his promise.” Yea, the scof- 
fers tauntingly enquired, ‘Where is the promise 
of his coming 7” Because, the Lord had endur- 
ed with much long suffering, and because the 
judgment had slumbered for a season, the scoffers 
endeavored to persuade the people that it would 
never come. But the apostle assures his breth- 
ren, that although it had slumbered in time past, 
yet it should tarry no longer—but that it was near 
at hand. Wherefore, he says, speaking of the 
destruction of the false prophets and ungodly peo- 
ple, ‘Whose judgment now of a long time linger- 
eth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.”—A- 


begin,” &c. Lord unto his disciples “And shall 
not God avenge his elect? I tell you that he will 
avenge them speedily.” Hence, although the 


ily—insomuch that the apostle pronounced the 


tion. Wherefore,the next words of the context 
are these—But the day of the Lord will come as 
a thief in the night.” The hearer will here please 
to recollect, that Jesus speaks of his coming as a 


lem, and exhorts his disciples to “watch, there- 
fore,” because said he, “ye know neither the day 


The disciples knew that he would come in that 


about it. In addition to what has been shown on 


his angels, (messengers,) and then he shall re- 


ly, I say unto you, there be some standing here 
which shall not taste of death, till they sce the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom” —Mat. xvi: 27, 28 
—also, Mark viii: 38, and ix: 1—Luke ix: 27.— 


not have gone over the cities of Israel till the Son 
of man be come.” Mat. x: 23. 

But to proceed with the context—“But the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, 
inthe which the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat; the earth also, and the works that 
are therein shall be burnt up.” I have shown al- 


fied the removing of those things that were shaken 
—even the old covenant that was faulty ; and that 


Therefore by the earth and the works that are 
therein being burnt up, we are to understand 
that the ungodly and their works or devices were 
to be destroyed together. But now what are we 
to understand by the elements which shall melt 
with fervent heat? In answering this question, 
let the hearer bear in mind that this account is 
to be understood tiguratively according to the 
context. 
figurative view of the subject, I will introduce 
similar instances of figurative language, showing, 
thereby, {that this jis the manner in which 
the inspired penman were accustomed to ex- 
press the terror of the judgments of the Lord.— 
The Psalmist says, “The heathen raged, the 
kingdoms were moved, he uttereth his voice, the 
earth melted.” Again, ‘The hills saw and trem- 
bled, the earth melted.” Nahum says, “The 


it be pretended that the literal hills trembled, 
and that the mountains quaked, and the earth 
melted? Or that the Lord maketh the literal 
sea dry, and drinketh up the natural waters of 
the rivers? None will assert it. Again, Isaiah 


solved, and the mountains shall melt.” And in 
Revelations we read, “that the heavens depart- 
edasa scroll.” The hosts of heaven being dis- 
solved, the heavens passing away as a scroll, all 
doubtless mean the same; it is merely expres- 
sive of the mighty judgments of the Lord. But 
surely no discerning person would understand 
it in aliteral sense. for this would not only be 

















gain,—“For the time is come that judgment must 


inconsistent with the natnre of things, but con 
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judgment of the Lord had slumbered, yet it was © 
then toslumber no longer—it was to come speed- 


Mere 


thief in the night, in connexion with his pro- 7 
phetic description of tle destruction of Jerusa- | 


this point, see the following: “For the Son of | 
Man shall come inthe glory of his Father, with © 


ward every manaccording to his works. “ Veri- 7 


mountains quake, and the hills melt ; He maketh | 
the sea dry, and drinketh up the rivers.” But will | 


“judge standing atthe door ;” and our Lord had 7 
said it was to come in the then present genera- 7 
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nor the hour wherein the son of man cometh.”— 


generation, and this wasthe most they did know 7 


Again—Jesus said unto his disciples, “Ye shall § 


ready, that by the heavens passing away, is signi- [ 


the earth stands for the peeple of the earth, the 7 
same asthe world for the people of the world.— | 
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trary to facts ; for much of this language is in 
the past tense : and surely none of these things 
have literally taken place. The shaking of heav- 
en and earth means the shaking of the nations. 
This is shown from the prophet Haggai, who 
says, “I will shake the heavens and the earth 3” 
which he explains by saying—‘I will shake all 
nations.” Now asit is presumed none of the a- 
bove mentioned instances are understood literal- 
iy, wherein it is said the earth, the mountains 
and hills didtremble, melt, &c.; so itis believed 
yo candid person will contend that itis the na- 
tural elements which shall melt with fervent 
heat. Doubtlessthe elements here alluded to, 
are the same as mentioned by the apostle to his 
Hebrew brethren, thus—‘‘Even so we, when we 
were children, were in bondage under the ele- 
ments (or rudiments) of the world.” 
“But now, afterthat ye have known God, how 

turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements 
(or rudiments) whereunto ye desire again to | 
be in bondage? ‘These no doubt were the ele-| 


even the rudiments of the world, under which the | 
apostle and his brethren had been in bondage, | 
and to which the apostle’s brethren were on the | 
point of turning back. These rudiments were | 
the legal ceremonies, together with the vain | 
doctrines and traditions of men, which brought 
people into bondage; they were “heavy bur- 
dens” upon men’s shoulders. Weak and beg- 
garly indeed were such elements. But by the| 
word of God, the fire of eternal truth, these | 
weak and beggarly elements under the law, were 
swept away and melted, as it were, by fervent | 
heat. The sameis doubtless meant by these 

rudiments, as by the old leaven which the apos- | 
tle exhorts his brethren to purge out. 
also exhorts his followers to beware of the leaven | 











| ter the old heavens and the earth are a 7 


Again,— | new covenant—see Gal. iv. 24—26) and 
5 , 


Our Lord | place in the eternal world ? 
| houses and to plant vineyards in eternity ? 


spurious nature, while it preserves every thing and important objects are seen by their own light 


precious and valuable—it is the besom of destruc- 
tion which sweeps away the refuge of lies, and 
destroys the inventors of them. 

But once more to the context. ‘Nevertheless, 
we, according to his promise, look for new heav- 
ens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righte- 
ousness.” This is explained by Isaiah, “For be- 
hold I create new heavens anda new earth; and 
the former shall not be remembered, nor come 
into mind.” ‘But be ye glad, and rejoice forev- 
er in that which I create; for behold I create Je- 
rusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.”— 
From this it plainly appears, that the new heav- 
ens and new earth, which were to be created af- 
a- 
or 
fa- 
vored people;—and this agrees with the general 
drift of my exposition. But if any are yet so 
blind as still to contend that it is the literal heav- 
ens and earth which are to be destroyed, and 
that the new heaven and new earth signify a fu-| 
ture state or place of existence, then I would | 
ask what is meant by the following, found in the 
same connexion? ‘And I will rejoice in Jerusa- 
lem,and joy in my people; and the voice of 
weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the | 
voice of crying. And they shall build houses, | 
and inhabit them: and they shall plant vineyards, | 
and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build | 
and another inhabit; they shall not plant and | 
another eat; for as thedays of a tree are the 
days of my people; and mine elect shall long | 

} "OY M a = 5 . : 
enjoy the work of their hands.” All this is to} 
be done in the new heavens and new earth—but | 
will any contend that these things are to take | 
Are they to build} 
And | 


way, are no otherthan the new Jerusal 











: | 
of the Pharisees, and of the Sadducees; alluding | are they there to inhabit houses and eat the} 


to their vain doctrines and traditions. Now as 


Christ was to come in his kingdom to destroy | there to be measured by days? 


the old system and its rudiments, together with 
those vain traditions and the inventors of them, 
so the apostle, in giving a figurative description 


| to live or endure a certain length of time, and 


fruit of their vineyards? And is their existence | 


And are they 


then die, or like trees decay? And are they to 
| labor and have children in eternity? for Isaiah 


| this report is incorrect. 


of this then coming event, says—“the heaven and | says, furthermore, that “they shall not labor in 
. } * . . . + 

earth shalt be dissolved or destroyed, together | vain, nor bring forth in trouble; for they are the 

with the works therein; and the elements shall | seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their off- 


melt with fervent heat.” If any inquire what is| 
meant by the fire employed in this great meta- 
phorical conflagration, I answer that it is the fire 
of eternal truth. 

Hence, Jeremiah says, “Is not my word} 
like as fire saith the Lord; and like asa er 
mer that breaketh the rock in pieces?” Zecha- 
riah saith, speaking of ,the spiritual Jerusalem | 
‘For, I saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall 
of fire round about.” Hence also, Jesus, the 
Messenger of eternal truth, exclaims,—*Z am 
come to send fire on the earth, and what will I if 
it be already kindled?” Whatis meant by this is 
immediately explained. ‘Suppose ye that I am 
come to give peace on earth? [ tell you nay 
—but rather division. For from henceforth there 
shall be five in one house, divided, three against 
two, and t wo against three.” “The father shall be 
divided against theson,” &c. Isaiah says,—for 
wickedness burneth as the fire, and the people 
shall be as the fuel of the fire; no man shall 
spare his brother.” Hence, we see that the fire 
of eternal truth which burns up the stubble of 
iniquity, will in the conflagration discover and 
bring to light the evil passions of men which work 
division and strife; and it was division that hast- 
ened and brought about the judgmeut under con- 
sideration. Therefore, God or his truth, is a 
consuming fire to every thing of a corrupt or 


spring with them.” Isaiah Ixv. 16—23; see also 








Rev. xxi. I—5. 

If what has been said is not sufficient on the 
one hand to satisfy your minds that the popular 
view of this subject is inconsistent and erroneous; 
and on the other, to give you (if not a clear) a 
more consistent and correct view of the subject, 
then it would be useless to say more. Whether 
Ihave spoken to the purpose, others must de- 
termine—such as it is, however, I humbly sub- 
mit it to the consideration of the candid enquir- 
er after truth—leaving him to pursue the subject 
as he may have leisure, and decide for himself 
as I have done for myself. 

ojo 

Blind Zeal.—He who is zealously running af- 
ter a favorite opinion, is in danger, in order to 
establish his point, of losing his moderation by 
the way, and over-stepping in the end: and what 
is worse, of converting the sober defence of his 
own system into a hostile attack of that of anoth- 
er: for ahot disputant seldom wages defeusive 
war. The point under discussion so heats his 
temper, as to make him lose sight of its relative 
importance. Every consideration gives way in 

support of that opinion which has now the _pre- 
dominance in his mind. And this opinion is not 
seldom contended for with an eagerness propor- 


tioned to its real want of solidity; since great 


and require not the false fire of pride or passion 
to blazon their worth. Often does the hot con- 
trovertist assert that to be of the very essence of 
religion, which is but a mere adjunct; and often 
he seems to wonder how men can bestow so 
much time and thought on any othér topic, while 
his grand concern is under consideration. 








EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 


St. Johnsbury, April 28th, 1831. 
Dear Brotuer, 


All is commotion and confusion at present with 
us at this place. We have been visited with co- 
pious showers of tracts Monthly for some time 
past, and last week four day’s Meetings were 
held on the plain, besides evening Meetings 
which were held in different parts of the town. 
The report in circulation is, that many’ Univer- 
salists, are renouncing their faith ; but I presume 
I know of not one that 
has been or will be likely to be frightened by any 
thing that has yet appeared in sectarian tracts or 
declaimed in pulpits. But the impudence mani 
fested by the Rev. Mr. H , Surpasses any 
thing ofthe kind that I ever met with. Women 
and children are his principal subjects of abuse, 
but occasionally a man of sound reason is attack- 
ed. This is not oftenthe case, however. Once 
he passed directly by a Universalist, (who was 
at work near his house,) and paid no attention to 
him, but entered his dwelling, and spent much 
time in conversation with the wife and children. 
He enters aay dwelling he pleases, as independ- 
ently as a Pope, Bishop or Friar, without knowing 
or waiting till he is bid to enter,—is very benev- 
olent in offering his services to pray with those 
he visits, ifthe male head of the family be absent. 
One lady of respectability in our village (the 
wife of a Universalist however,) was grossly in- 
sulted by him. It appears thatsie happened to 
go in at one of the neighbors where she met the 
gentleman, and although he was a stranger to 
her, yet he made himself quite sociable, enquired 
into the state of her mind—her hopes of eternity, 
&c. Having received such answers as he did 
not so well like, told her that she would soon sin 
away the day of grace, if she had not already. 

Br.Vose was on some business at a neighbors, 
where he chanced to meet him—they had consid- 
erable of a controversy respecting what doubtless 
you willhear from Mr. Vose when he returns— 
he being absent. The first question Mr. Holmes 
asked, was, “Do you believe in a God?” Mr. V. 
astonished that he should ask him such a ques- 
tion as that, informed him that he did believe in 
a God, and also in a Saviour, andina whole Sav- 
iour. I omit further remarks on their conversa- 
tion presuming that you will infer his impudence, 
and that he manifests a zeal but not accordin 
knowledge. bs . " * * 

People generally are much pleased with your 





gto 
* 





paper, and highly approve the “change.” There 
are several gentleman I am confident will sub-* 
scribe after seeing one ofthe next volume. I shall 
use every exertion in my power to obtain subscri- 





bers, for I am quite sensible much good hasbeen 
done, and stillmore may be done, “through the 
medium of your valuable paper,” towards prome- 
ting the cause of, Truth. May you, dear sir, 
prosper in your arduous undertaking, and merit 
the plaudit of “well done good: and faithful ser- 
vant.” pies! 

I close by subscribing mysélf yours with sen- 
timents of the highest respect and esteem, 


FREEMAN LORING. 
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(FoR THE UNIVERSALIST WATCHMAN.) 
iS MAN THE OBJECT OF DIVINE LOVE? 

All nature proclaims the fact that there is a 
God who is infinitely good. The heavens show 
his wisdom, and the earth is full of his good- 
ness. Every thing which we see in creation, is 
#0 governed by certain fixed laws, and so wisely 
and happily adapted to the convenience and fe- 
licity of all animal existencies, as to show us 
that the great ‘First Cause’ of all things, is a 
Being of infinite wisdom to plan, and of Almigh- 
ty power to execute. No one, perhaps, is to be 
found, that believes in the existence of a God, 
who will not say thatthe Lord is good, and _ his 
tender mercies are over all the works of his 
hands; but however willing many may be 
to acknowledge this, they will argue against 
it, inasmuch as they will contend that man 
in his natural state, is the object of the most per- 
fect detestation and hatred of Deity. All will 
contend, whether they be orthodox or heterodox 
in the estimation of the age in which they live, 
that every animal existence in creation, which 
“blindly creeps or highly soars,” except man, is 
the object of divine love. The feathered songsters 
of the grove fill the air with the music of their 
melodious notes, which is a praise acceptable 
toGod. Although the wolf, the tiger, and the 
lion worry and devour the weaker and more de- 
fenceless animals, yet it is thought, that they 
cause no derangement in the plans of Jehovah. 
When the laws of the natural world are trans- 
gressed; when towns are swept to one common 
ruin, by the power of the tornado, earthquake or 
conflagration, there is then thought to be no 
thwarting of the purposes of him, who rides up- 
on the wings of the wind and directs the storm. 
We then suppose that God has some purpose, 
which is obscured from human perception, and 
which would appear plain and harmonious could 
the dark clouds which surround the throne of 
his purposes be brushed away. All will acknowl- 
edge, that God views all things, whether animate 
or inanimate, with the most entire complacency, 
except man, who, unless he does something to 
placate the infinite Jeisovah, must sink beneath 
his wrath forever. Although the ways of God are 
in the great deep, and his purposes past finding 
out, still we may safely suppose that all things 
are ordered in mercy. If he can admit natural 
evil into the world without any derangement of 
his purposes, why may he not also suffer moral 
evil without suffering any disappointment of his 
plans of wisdom and goodness? But man, by 
his transgression in the happy garden of Eden, 
fell under the wrath and curse of God, as we 
are taught, and become liable, in addition to the 
misery of this life, to the pains of hell forever! 
And had not Christ, the son of God, become obe- 
dient to the death of the cross, and thereby 
made atonement, or satisfied divine justice, all 
mankind must have sunk beneath his wrath, no 
mere to experience the Divine favor. Is this 
the economy of heaven? Was it to appease the 
wrath of God that Jesus breathed out his life up- 
on the cross, and while in the agonies of expir- 
ing nature, prayed for his murderers? So we 
are taught by the creed to which the greater por- 
tion of chistendom subscribe. 

Why is not man the olject of divine love? The 
common answer is so familiar that it scarcely 
needs repeating. That mankind fell under the 
wrath and curse of God, and are so made liable 
to the pains of an endless hell, is the constant 
theme of the preacher of endless condemnation. 








Scarecly do we hear a sermon from those who | heavenly Father assume that character which 


hold to the sentiment in question, but that the | many are wont to ascribe to him? 


Instead of 


wrath and hatred of God towards erring man, is | enjoying fruitful seasons, and the genial influ- 


pourtrayed in all the lively figures which a fruit- 
ful mind can invent. Where is this sentiment, 


which is so often repeated, found in the scrip-| We might expect that instead of God’s giving | 
I must confess that I | “us all things richly to enjoy,” and capacitating 
The kindly treatment of God to-|us for every rational pleasure, that just enough 


tures of divine truth ? 
know not. 
wards Adam, in the day of his transgression for- 
bids the idea that it was then denounced. No 
anger, hatred or wrath seemed to exist in Jeho- 
vah—nothing except paternal care and love, 
breathed forth the language of the Almighty on 
that memorable occasion. 

Many texts of scripture are brought forward 
to prove the changeability of God? Such as 
speak of his anger and his hatred, and his wrath 
a repent But a very limited acquain- 
tan ith the language and sentiment of the 
Bible is necessary to convince the candid mind 
that there can be nosuch thing, strictly speaking, 
as anger, wrath, or hatred, in God.—Changea- 
bility no where attaches to the nature or perfec- 
tions of the Christian’s God. God is love; he 
is of one mind and none can turn him; fury is 
not in me, saith the Lord. We can have an 
idea of a being that is of one mind, and immuta- 
ble in a'l his purposes; but we can form no 
conceptions of a God, subject to all the changes 
to which frail man is exposed. We can under- 
stand how God punishes a man for his sins, and 
apparently shuts up his tender mercies; while 
his sins, as a thick cloud, separate the divine 
countenance from his mental vision; but we 
can form no conception of the wrath and curse 
of God to be forever poured out upon the crea- 
tures he has made, unless we attach to his 
character all the imperfections of changing 
man. 

Repentance is also spoken of in the bible, as 
an act of God. Whether we have the literal 
rendering of the word translated repentance, I 
shall not pretend to determine ; although some 
good and competent Hebrew scholars, tell us to 
the contrary. -Mr. Beliamy, of London, a very 
celebrated Hebrew scholar, who is said to be 
about to favor the Christian world with a new 
translation of the Bible, gives the following ren- 
dering of the passages in Genesis vi. 6, “Yet 
Jehovah was satisfied that he had made man on 
the earth; notwithstanding he idolized himself 
at his heart.” 

The unchangeability of Jehovah seems to be 
written on every page of the volume of nature; 
and his love is exhibited in allcreation. Should 
we attach to his character any of the imperfec- 
tions of anger, wrath, or changeability, we might 
expect to see the laws of attraction and repul- 
sion reversed, and “planets and suns rush law- 
less through the sky,” ahd worlds on atoms to 
ruin hurled. Whet fact can be more clearly 
proved from the volume of divine truth, and the 
works of God, than that man is the object of the 
love of God? His love and goodness towards 
man are exhibited in all the numberless bless- 
ings of which he is the recipient. It was love 
which induced our heavenly Father, to send 
his son into the world for its salvation. ‘Here- 
in is love, not that we loved God, but that he lov- 
ed us, and gave his son a propitiation for our 
sins.” ‘The transcendent love of God to man- 
kind, should be a theme of eternal rejoicing to 
his creatures. It should fill the soul of man with 
the most lively gratitude, and bring every rebel- 
lious soul to humble penitence, and an utter for- 
saking of every evil way. What, I ask, would 
be our condition upon this earth, should our 








ence of the sun, we might expect that haggard 
poverty and want would stare us in the face.— 


would be bestowed to continue a miserable ex- 
istence ; and that we should be so constituted in 
our animal frame, that every moment of our 
lives would be those of torture and pain. Me- 
thinks I hear some one whisper, “This is not 
the case now with mankind, because this state of 
existence is not a state of retribution, but of trial, 
but in the retributions of eternity, all this will be 
realized by the finally impenitent. There we 
may expect that the unchangeable Creator of all 
worlds, wil' forsake his present merciful char- 
acter, and assume one of the greatest hatred 
and ferocity.”” Can God retain the same merci- 
ful character which we know he possesses, and 
bring upon the work of his own hands, all the 
evils which fury can inflict ? 

All this misery has been reserved for the fu- 
ture, unseen state of being. Why is it so long 
deferred 1 Why did not God execute his ven- 
geance upon us, when he lapsed from his _primi- 
tive innocence? Why didhe not go forth, as 
the Sun, in the awful battle of heaven, as descri- 
bed by Milton, and sweep with the besom of 
endless destruction, the creatures he had made, 
into a state of nonentity? He could then con- 
template the vast scene-of destruction he had 
caused, and the perturbations of his infinitely 
troubled mind, might be calmed in contemplating 
upon another race of creatures, which he would 
make, and would be pleased to bless ! But ador- 
ed be his name we cannot go where his love 
smiles not around.” We trust in a God of infi- 
nite love, one who is unchangeable in all his pur- 
poses. In this faith may we confide while we 











live, and in this life, may we trust in the hour 
of death. ADOLESCENES. 


cw olca 
TO MR. TAYLOR. 


Dear Sir,—I understand you have reported that 
you gave fifteen Bibles away in Peru. Will you 
have the goodness to inform me, Sir, who those 
persons were to whom you gave them? I have 
understood from good authority that you left but 
seven in town, and that you acknowledged to 
Mr. N. Whitney, that you had recived more cash 
from the inhabitants of this place than the Bibles 
were worth. This reminded me of an Indian 
who went to Col. Johnson, saying, “Me dream 
you give me asuit of uniform clothes.” The 
Col. accordingly gave him the clothes. The Col. 
afterwards related to the Indian a dream of his 
own. He dreamed the Indian gave him 300 
acres of land. The Indian gave the Col. the land 
and said, “‘you dream too hard.” I understand, 
Sir, that a certain deacon in this town was much 
offended with you for not exchanging Bibles with 
him. On enquiry, you found your Bibles cost 6 
cents each more than he gave for his—but you 
refused to exchange unless he would pay yeu 25 
cents. This is what you call distributing Bibles 
gratuitously, I suppose. Now Sir, I tell you it is 
my honest opinion that this Bible concern is an 
imposition on the public, and was designed more 
for the clergy to get money, than forthe people 
to get religion. 

Yours, &c. 


Perv, Vt. May, 1831. 


S. BURT. 
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“y have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem,” &c- 
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RETURN OF THE EDITOR. 

The Editor, having returned, he would brief- 
ly say that during his absence he preached at 
Castleton, Westhaven, Whitehall and Hartford 
N. Y., Wells, Manchester, Bennington, and 
Winhall. Notwithstanding the great exertions 
which are making against the doctrine of Uni- 
versal grace on the part of its opposers, it flour- 
ishes beyond the reasonable expectations of its 
most sanguine friends. Many who, a short time 
since were extremely hostile to the sentiment 
by searching the scriptures, reading periodicals 
devoted to the cause and listening to the preach- 
ing of its advocates, have embraced the doc- 
trine, and wonder at their former ignorance on 
which their prejudices were founded. In North 
Bennington an infant Society flourishes under 
the labors of Br. Bond. A Society has recently 
formed at Winhall, and in the other towns a- 
bove named, the brethren have it in contempla- 
tion to organize societies soon. The editor was 
introduced to several young men who are pre- 
paring themselves for the ministry—Truly the 
harvest is great and the laborers are few. We 
pray therefore that the Lord of the harvest would 
send faithful laborers into his vineyard. 

Our agents will doubtless be encouragea to 
use their exertions to extend the circulation of 
the Watchman, through which medium the doc- 
trine of impartial goodness is made known.— 
From the east, west, north and south we are 
constantly receiving encouraging letters contain- 
ing information of the progress of truth, which 
has been communicated through this channel.— 
Our list of subscribers is constantly increasing, 
which is evidence that the darkness of error is 
receding before the light of its opposite. 


? 





DIALOGUE 
Between a Unitarian and Trinitarian. 


Uni. Does not the fact that Jesus Christ pray- 
ed prove that he was not the self-existent God? 

Trin. Surely not. It was the human nature 
of Christ and not the divine nature that prayed. 

Uni. Will you have the goodness to explain 
John xvii: 5, “And now, O Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own self, with the glory which I 
had with thee before the world was.” 

Trin. Well, lam not at this time prepared to 
explain this_passage. 

Trin. You doubtless perceive the difficulty 
there is in explaining this prayer in such a way 
as to have it favor the docrrine of the Trinity.— 
For if it was the human nature that prayed, then 
it must have been the human nature that had 
the glory before the world was? Did the hu- 
man nature of Chist exist before the world was? 

Trin. No. I think I can now explain this 
prayer. The human nature of Christ prayed 
that his divine nature might be glorified with the 


| same glory that he had with his Father before 


the world was. Do you not understand it? 

Uni. Understand it? I would ask if the di- 
vine nature is not ‘according to your belief) the 
self existent God ? 

| Trin. What then? 
| Uni. Iwilltellyou. Yam unable to discern 
why the human nature should pray that the self 
|existznt God might be glorified with the same 
| glory which he (the self-existeut God) had with 
| the self-existent God before the world was, since 
He is declared to be “one” and without varia- 
bleness or shadow of turning. 

Trin. This only verifies the scriptures, The 
natural man discerneth not the “things of the 
spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him, 
neither can he know them for they are spiritual- 
ly discerned, 








Dr. Ely seemsto doubt that there are as many 
preachers in the United States of the Christian 
| Connexion as the “Gospel Luminary” (a paper 
| published by two clergymen of that connexion) 

has aanounced. According to a paragraph 

found in the Philadelphian of May 13th which is 
| extracted from the before mentioned paper, 

there are more than one hundred preachers in 
the State of New York; four Conferences, and 
five thousand communicants. And in “the prov- 
inces of Upper and Lower Canada, the Christian 
| connexion numbers not far from seven hundred 
ministers and probably over fifty thousand com- 
municants.” The Dr. thinks this is an exagger- 
ation, and says, in his usual modest and compli- 
mentary style—“We cannot believe that there 
are 500 TH1NGs called preachers in the United 
States, whether of the Christian or Anti-Trinita- 
| rian order, who deny that Jesus Christ is “the 
|true God, and eternal life.” 

Does Dr. Ely believe “there are 500 THNes 
called preachers” who believe and are able to 
support the doctrine of the Trinity in the United 
States ? If he does, he believes what is not true. 
Will the Rev. Gentleman help his good friend 
to explain the passagein John xvii. 5, found in a 
dialogue in this paper ? 














ARE THE CLERGY HONEST? 

With regard to some of them, we are in- 
clined to answer this questicn in the negative.— 
Itis a fact that in all the recent excitements 
which have been produeed by the efforts of the 
Calvinistic clergy, they have remained silent on 
the doctrines peculiar to their sect. They are 
too cunning to advocate them as they well know 
that the bait will not be swallowed. The old 
maxim, “more flies can be caught with molasses 
than with vinegar,” is very applicable to their 
case. It is all free agency, free agency—no diffi- 
culty in the way. God wills the salvation of all 
—nothing said about election and reprobation 
—nothing about decrees. It is all honey 
and sugar—so plenty that it drops from the lips 
of the preacher. God has done every thing on 
his part and only waits for you to accept of his 
































invitation, &c. &c. Now if you will not aceept, 
hel} and damnation will be your portion forever. 

When they have swallowed the bait and are 
caught by the hook, manufactured by Arminius, 
then an examination takes place. They are 
then questioned on the peculiar doctrines of the 
Gospel, alias the five points of Calvinism. If 
they cannot assent to this, all their experience goes 
for nothing. In most cases they are frightened 
(to use a common phrase among them,) to fall 
in with the overtures of mercy. 





From the Vermont Chronicle. 

Bibles, extra Cheap!! We have been informed,— 
not, however, by the tesmimouy of our own senses,—that 
alate number of the Universalist Watebman contains an 
offer to sell us Bibles 25 per cent cheaper than we ob- 
tainthem from the Americau Bible Society. We should 
like to know whether such an offer has indeec been made 
with the intention we should ever see it, as we should 
like to contract for a few thousand copies. 

N. B. The Bibles must be equal in quality to those of 
the Society. Those printed on stereotype plates which 
have once heen worn out and thrown aside for type met- 
al, being so broken that scarce a page can be read without 
guessing at several of the words, will not answer our 
purpose. 


Most of our reaters will doubtless recollect 
that in No. 1 of the present volume, in a letter 
addressed to the editor of the “Chronicle,” we 
stated that bibles could be obtained in this vil- 
lage 25 or 33 1-3 per cent cheaper than they 
had heretofore been obtained from the A. B. 
Society. We would now inform Mr. Tracy 
that we made the offer “‘with the intention” that 
he should “see it.” He affects to know nothing 
about the offer “by the testimony of his own 
senses.” All this may be true, though he doubt- 
less received the paper which contained it.—It 
seems however, he has seen at least one of the 
letters which has been addressed to him, and 
extracted from it, for which he will please accept 
our thanks. 

We would again say to Mr. Tracy that ifall 
the Auxiliary Societies which now obtain their 
Bibles of the A. B. Society will purchase one half 
the number of Bibles (of a certain individual 
which we may mention in this village) which 
they have purchased of the A. B. Society, they 
shall be delivered at forty cents per copy, which 
is at least twenty five per cent cheaper than they 
have heretofore been obtained of the A.B. So- 
ciety.” “The Bibles” shall “be equal in quality 
to those of the Society.” They shall not be 
“printed on stereotype plates which have once 
been worn out and thrown aside for type metal-” 
No ; they shall be printed on good fair plates 
which have been in use but a short time. How 
many “thousand copies” will you take, Br, Tra- 
cy? 

ojo 

Dr. Ely says, “It is not a little singular that 
the Hopkinsians, the Unitarians and a few of 
the ultra Orthodox Presbyterians are the only 
persons who.now seem terribly afraid of the 
prevalent revivals of the day.” 


A second Society of Universalist has heen or- 
ganised at Western, Mass. consisting of about 


ninety members, 
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LIMITARIAN CANDOR. seems to be an amalgamation concern, i. e. two 
We trust the letter from a “Universalist to his | parties united inone. They contend that there 
Son,” contained in our Jast, has been read with | are insurmountable difficulties in Calvin’s route, 
no smail interest. For the information of those | such as monstrous hills, deep valleys, bad bridg- 
who are not acquainted with the fact, we would |es, &c. which would be extremely difficult to 
merely observe that this “Universalist,” is the | pass. The proprietors of this concern are wile, 
Rey. Solomon Bingham, of Noyan, L. C. and | ling to carry all the passengers, who may be dis- 
the letter is addressed to his son, who is a Cler-| posed to travel on this line, gratuitously, provid- 
gymau of the Episcopal Church. It appearsthat|ed they will work their passage. They differ 
the vounc man like most limitarian preachers | from both the others, inasmuch as every passen-| 
had too much prejudice toread Mr. Ballou’s An- | ger isat full liberty to be as noisy on the way | 
cient History of Universalism, with any other | @s he pleases, and prefer a driver or leader who 
but “orthodox spectacles,” to use the language |'* gifted oar making the woods echo with the 
of the Father; and his arguments if they may be | sound of his aang It is not yet asceratined 
called such, are of the same character, alias un- | Which line wilfobtain the most passengers. 

sound. Heacknowledges the “book to be writ- | There is still another party which we had al- 
ten with great candor, and equal ability,” and , most forgotten to mention. This party believe 
that this “is the only thing to be feared from it,” | that all the exertions which are using by the 
He still considers it “a death blow to the Univer- | other parties to convey the people of this village 
sal scheme.” Well might the learned and expe- | '° heaven, will utterly fail, and doubt that they 
rienced father say “This is remarkable indeed ! | will be able aptereges with them. They he- 
If you have espoused acause which has nothing | lieve that there is One great ProprieTor who is 
to fear but candor, methinks you have espoused | able and willing vatens sacraae only the inhabi- 
a bad cause.” A good cause has nothing to fear | tants of this village, but every inhabitant of this 
from candcr.” Another extract from the son’s | globe to heaven gratuitously, and will do it in the 
letter is as follows :—*Upon what literary resour- , dispensation of the fullness of times. They be- 


ces, hidden from even Origin, and all the rest of | lieve Him to be exceedingly kind and merciful 








FRIGHTENING CHILDREN TO LOVE GOD. 

The article from which the following is au 
extract appeared in the “Vermont Chronicle” 
under the following caption,—“How vo Get a 
New HEART. To Sabbath school children.”—Our 
readers may themselves judge of its character. 
—We are free to express our own opin- 
ion which is that in addition to its being unscrip- 
tural, it is extremely silly. Reader! this is the 
kind of stuff that is dealt out to little children 
at sabbath schools. 


God, our heavenly father, says to you, give me thiae 
heart. But you won’tdo it. Se God’ shows you in the 
Bible, that if you do not give him your heart very soon, 
he will let you go down to hell. And now, will you 
give him your heart? Looking, surely won’t do it. Crying 
won’tdoit. Begging won’tdo it. “Looking all around 
the world won’t give your heart to your Heavenly Fa- 
ther. You must be willing to stoop down and take your 
wicked heart, just as it is, and reach it up to Goa. If you 
will do it, God will love you heartily. And he will take 
your wicked heart, and wash away all your wickedness 
in Jesus’ blood. hen you wiil feel better, and you 
will always wish to please your Heavenly Father. Now 
children, 1 have told you how to get anew heart. Mind 
God, then, and do as he bids you. Do itnow. 





ASSOCIATIONS. 
The Green Mountain Assoctation will hold 
its annual session at West Windsor, on the 3d 
Wednesdey and Thursday in June. 





The Editor will preach at Strafford, Vt. on the 





the learned world, can the highly favored Mr. | ~~that the road by which he will convey them is 
Balfour flatter his astonished and delighted read- | called grace, (not by the way of works, lest any | 
ers?” This question is answered in the true in- | man should boast.) This party, however, seem | 
dependence and dignity of a father—of one | to be greatly deficient in gratitude to this Pro- 
whose age, experience and researches, enables PRIETOR. They hold no evening meetings for 
him to draw correct inferences. ‘This your | consultation, and it is very seldom that they 
haughty and supercilious interrogatory shows | meet on the Sabbath to contemplate the kind- 
how fast vouare bound down with the adaman- | ness of their Friend. They seem to manifest no 
tine chains of sectarian ignorance, prejudice and | wish to convince the other parties of the folly of 
bigotry. Itwas very important to ask such a expecting to get to this haven of complete rest 
question before you had read Balfour’s writings.” | by their own exertions. They are rather an in- 
How much like pretended orthodoxy is this ques- | dolent party. Some imagine, however, that they 
tion.—How much like the old orthodox Jews, |are prevented from doing or saying any thing 
who said “Can there any good thing come out of | which militates against the other parties, through 
Nazereth? How knoweth this man letters having | fear of being considered wnpopular, or of suffer- 
never learned 7? Have any of the rulers or of the | ing in their pecuniary interests. We pretend not 
Pharisees believed on him?” Mr. Balfour’s doc- |to know much about it. We are rather of the 
trine is not his, butthat ofthe Bible. Ifany man | opinion however, that they are correct in theory 
will read his work without prejudice, and com-| respecting the way and means of getting to 
pare it with the original text, he may know of | heaven. 
the doctrine whether it be of God, or whether Mr. 
B. speaks on his own authority. 








Mr. Jehiel Smith, formerly a member of the 
_— | Puritan Baptist society in Charlestown, Mass 


— = he E 
OPPOSITION. | |has embraced Universalim and commenced 
We understand that evening meetings, to con- | sins te Retain n't 


' ; aot _, | preaching the doctrine. 
suit on the best means of getting to heaven, have ; 
ray achable character. 
recently been held by the people in this village. man of irreproachable c 


, The Universalists at Leavenworth, Indiana, 
There are three parties, and each party has ® | have recently erected a meeting house of brick. 
different route. One party thinks that the Epis- 


copal road being the oldest and the hardest is 
preferable to any other. Another is of opinion 
that the rdad built by one Calvin is far better, 
and object to the other route on account of the 
ceremonies which the passengers are obliged to 
observe at every stopping place. It contends 
that all this ceremony is not only useless, but 
tiresome. 
a route laid out by one Arminius. 


A continual call is made in different sections 
atthe West for preachers of the Universalist con- 
nexion. 


The Universatists in Waldoboro’, Me. have 
recovered judgment against the orthodox, who 
attempted to deprive them of their rights in the 
meeting-house in said town, to the amount of 











and costs. 





This party 


: ; E * 
There is a third party which prefer | one thousand and ten dollars, eighty three cents, several of the most liberal Luropean powers 


Ist Sabbath in June. 
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FORBIGN. 


From the New York Evening Journal. 

LATEST FROM EvROPE.—Capt. Kobiuson of the ship 
Charlemagne, which arrived yesterday at this port from 
Liverpool, brings advices thence to the 9th April, and 
London papers of the Sth—nine days Jater than previous gc- 
counts, = 

The intelligence from Paris bears a less warlike complex- 
ion than could have been anticipated from the nature of the 
news heretolore received. Public confidence in the ability 
of the government to maintain peace seemed to be augmen- 
ted; though every preparation for a contrary event was 
making by the department of War. The government had 
obtained no reply to the important note dispatched to Vienna. 
The French funds continued torise. A number of gun boats, 
te cruise off the Spanish and Italian coasts, have been orde:- 
ed to be fitted out at Toulon. 

The prospects of Poland are assuming a brighter hue. It 
is stated that the Poles are about to be assisted by the Turks, 
and that they are receiving evidences of the sympathy of 


Belgium continues in a state of distraction. Riots and 
| excesses of the worst description have occurred in various 
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places. An article dated Brussels, April 4th affirms that 
England and France are endeavoring conjointly to adjust the 
existing difficulties—the former renouncing all pretentions to 
reinstatement of the Orange family. 

There are new risings in Italy. The people of Tuscany 
have been aroused. The Austrian troops who are overrun- 
ning the disaflected provinces, are accompanied by ecclesi- 
astics, who assume the government in the name of the pope, 
and sing Te Deum Laudamus for the success of the Holy In- 
quisition. p 

From the morning papers we have made the most inter- 
esting extracts, which will bd found below. 

NGLAND. 

Liverpool, Aprit 9.— Parliament resumes business on Tues- 
day next, andon the following Monday the House of Com- 
mons will go into a committee of the whole on the Reform 

ill. 

y Ireland.—Mr. O’Connel reached Dublin on Friday, but en- 
tered without parade. 

London, April 7.—The Messager des Chambres, dated yes- 
terday, and the other French papers of Tuesday arrived this 
morning. We have given some extracts from those of Mou- 
day in another column, and also an account of an interesting 
discussion in the Chamber of Deputies. The latest extracts, 
which we subjoin, represent the news from Lithunia to be fa- 
vorable to the Poles, and are interesting, if not important.— 
The French Funds, as will be seen, have a little recovered 
from the shock given to them by the news respecting Italy, 
and the consequent warlike aspect of affairs. 

From the Messager des Chambres, dated yesterday. 

Several letters from the frontiers of Poland state that the 
Sultan has declared war against Russia, and that the manifesto 
has already reached Vienna. as 

It is generally believed that the mission of the eldest son 
of Casimir Perrier to London, has for its object to assure the 
English government that France places entire confidence in 
the justice of Great Britain, and that France will only take 
up arms, if forcod to do so. in defence of her dignity and 
her national honor, and not for the purpose of aggrandize- 
ment. 

London April 7.—four o’clock.—We have just received, by 
express, a letter from Frankfort, dated April 3d which states 
that official accounts had been received there from Berlin, an- 
nouncing that the whole of the duchy of Samagotie, as far as 
Georgenburg, on the frontiers of Poland, is in a state of open 
insurrection. Apprehensions are entertained that this insur- 
rection will extend to Volhyfia and Podolia. The partie- 
ulars have not reached us, but it is supposed that the guards, 
whose advance had already reached Pultusk, will be obliged 
to retire. Gen. Geismar was at Crochno on the 26th; the 
Field Marshal’s head quarters at Sienica; Gen. De Witt 
at Pulway ; Generals Toll and Kreutz at Lublin and round 
Zamose, into which fortress Dwernicki was obliged to re- 
tire. 

A Frankfort Journal says:—“The warlike preparations 
that Austria has been making for three months are well 
known. Prussia does not remain behindhand. One hundred 
and twenty thousand men are stationed between Erfurth 
and the frontiers of Belgium. The eighth corps is close to 
that frontier; the seventh between Zuliers, Wesel, and 
Coblentz; the fourth in Westphalia ; and the third in 
Thuringia.” 





BELGIUM. 

The Dutch have taken possession not of fort Calloo, as has 
veen said, bat of fort St. Mary, and as soon as the Govern- 
ment heard of it a notice was sent by a courier to signify to 
the Dutch that if the fort was not restored in a quarter of an 
hour, the Belgians would employ their cannon. 

Brussels, April 5.—It is stated that Gen. Vaandermissen 
passed through Arion on the 31st and escaped into the French 
lerritory, passing through Longwy. 

Several persons have been arrested at Liege, who took 
part in the late excesses. 

Brussels, April 5.—A Brittish Cabinet Messenger arrived 
here yesterday with despatches for the English Ambassador, 
and inimediately set out with other despatches for Ger- 
many. 

it is affirmed, that orders have been sent to make all 
the troops at Namur, that can be spared, march to Luxem- 
burg. 





POLAND. 

By the arrival of the Packet Ship Canada at New York, 
Liverpool and London dates, as late as the 15th and 16th of 
ApriPhave been received. The most interest intelligence is 
the late victories of the Poles over the Russian invaders; 
the particulars of which will be found in the following ex- 
tract. 


The news from Poland is in the highest degree exhil- 
erating. Telegraphic accounts were received late on 
Saturday in Paris, that the Poles had gained a great vic- 
tory over the Russians in an attempt made on a large 
scale by the latter to pass the Vistula. The particulars 
had not fully transpired ; but just before the chamber of 
ceputies broke up, the news was brought to General Se- 
bastiani, who communicated it with joy to those around 
him. The combat was said to be long and bloody, and 
the fighting to have lasted for twenty two hours. Such 
particulars as have transpired are alluded to in the an- 





nexed abstract of the repert in the chamber of Deputies. 

Wilna is likewise in a state of insurrection in the rear 
of the Russian army, and directly on the line of their 
communication with St. Petersburg. The insurgents 
(as they are styled in the Berlin State Gazette of the 2d 
instant) were upon the frontiers of the Prussian provin- 
ces. Their chief station, when the last accounts left, 
wasin the district of Angustow, on the banks of the Ne- 
men. 

At the same time we learn that the Russian General 
Jermalow, who formerly commanded the Rusaian army 
on the Persian frontier, where he was displaced by Pas- 
covtisch, has raised the standard of insurrection on the 
banks of the Volga, and by a proclamatton invited the 
Russians to look out for a constitution for themselves, as 
| other nations were engaged in doing. 
| Berurn, April I.—Letters from Komsberg say, that 
| on the 28th ult. intelligence was received there from the 

Russian frontier, that an insurrection had broken out in 

the government of Wilna. According to these letters, 
| the insurgents having obtained possession of the fire 
| arms of which they had been before deprived, and which 
| had been deposited at Roznyn, were advancing against 
| Georgenburg, from which place a great number of inhab- 
| itants had fled to the Russian Territory. On their way 
| to Georgenburg, the insurgents are said to have destroy- 

ed and plundered several small places in the government 
of Wilna, and to have repulsed several bodies of Cossacs 
sentagainstthem. From Tilsit we hear that the insur- 
| gents have already shown themselves in the vicinity of 
Fansegqua. 





to be a Russian General and his four Aides-de-Camp. 
Nothing seems feft for Gen. Diebitsch, according to the 
Hamburg acounts, but a speedy retreat, and that under 
circumstances so difficult as to call into action all the 
known energy and resource of his character. Jt is :mpos- 
sible to describe the delight which these glorious efforts 
of the brave Poles have caused on the Exchange of Lon- 
don. They are the theme of universal admiration. 

Warsaw, March 20.—The library of Princess Czar- 
tariski, chiefly composed ef valuable indited MSS, was 
used for tuel by the Russians, on their second entrance 
into Pulaway. The furniture, the beautiful palace, the 
magnificent garden, and the Gothic house were destroy- 
ed. Ina word, the beautiful Pulaway, which contained 
the finest nationat monuments, and had been viewed 
with delight by many foreigners, now preseni a frightful 
scene of destruction. 





STILL LATER.—Advices trom the Polish trontiers of 
the 5th of April, say that the severall Russian corps had 
collected in great force between Kaluzsin and Seidiec, 
and thata decisive battle might shortly be expected. 

A report was currentin London on change, at a quar- 
ter past two o’clock, P. M. thata telegraphic communi- 
cation had been received in Paris announcing that Gen. 
Diebitsch had been taken prisoner, and the main body of 
his army dispersed. , 

It was reported in Paris that the Austrians had acreed 
to leave Italy on the Ist of May. 





| Beru1N, April 6.—Letters from Warsaw have been 
| received here by express, which contain the details of 
| the very serious loss which the corps of General Geismar 
has sustained by an attack from the Poles under Skrzy- 
necki, executed with equal boldness and success on the 
81st March and Ist April. The Polish chief was inform- 
ed of the negligence of the Russians at Wawr and Groc- 
how, intheir cantonmentandcamp. He led a corps of 
25,000 menon the 30th ult. to Praga,and in the night of 
the 31st of March approached the Russian camp; the 
road was covered with straw, so that the artillery and 
cavalry advanced without being perceived, to which the 
darkness of the night did nota little contribute. The ad- 
vanced guard of Genaral Geismar, consisting of 8000 
men, was first attacked, and almost wholly destroyed. 
The Poles took 4000 prisoners and sixteen pieces of can- 
|non. The latter ornamented with green,boughs, were 
brought into Warsaw. Skrzynecki followed up his victo- 
ry, and fell upon the corps of General Rosen, who, with 
20,000 men, was posted at Dembe-Weisiki. He was too 
obliged to yield to the impetuous attack of the Poles— 
lost 2000 prisoners and 9 pieces of cannon. The Rus- 
sians retired by way of Minisk, to join the main body of 
the army. Some of their fugitives fled to Siedlee, whith- 
er they were pursued by the Cracowites. Skrzynecki 
had, on the IstApril his head quarters at Minisk, where, 
however, he will be hardly able to maintain himself as 
soon as Diebitsch advances against him. The moral im- 
pression which this victory, by which at least twenty 
thousand are puthors du combat, will make, especially 
in the provinces in the rear of the army, is incalculable, 
tor their frantic priests, as formerly in Spain and Tyrol, 
excite the Peasants to insurrection, and these Savage 
hordes increase to such threatning masses that the Rus- 
sian civil officers and frontiers posts are obliged to take 
refuge in the Russian Territory.— Hamburg Correspon- 
dent of Saturday last. 

The private letters received in London on Monday, by 
the Hamburg steam boat from various parts of Poland, 
Russia, and Prussia, fully bear out the success of the 
Poles. The progress of the Revolution in Lithuania 
wouid appear to be even more rapid than is to be infer- 
red from the acounts in the German papers. A letter 
from Memel of the 4th instant states the overthrow of the 
Russian authority in Wilna to be complete. The first 
impulse to the popular movements was given by the 
priests, carried their enthusiam to the extent of exhort- 
ing from the pulpit the people to raise against their op- 
pressors. Nearly all the persons in Lithuania holding 
authority under the Emperor had been displaced, and 
scarcely any troops existed to offer opposition, as the 
ge part had been draughted off for the invasion of 

arsaw. About 200 Russian troops had arrived in Me- 
mel as fugitives, ina most destitute cqndition. The in- 
surgents were directing their march in considerable 
force towards Polangen, where a depot of arms and of 
valuable property existed. Some letters say that symp- 
toms of disaffection have been manifested in Findland al- 
so, and that the fidelity of the troops stationed in that 
province was doubted. In addition tothe acounts in the 
Polish Gazette, the private information from Ham- 
burg, states that the battle of the 31st was renewed on 
the Ist instant, and terminated in a brilliant victory, the 
Russians have lost 12,000 prisoners, 28 pieces of artillery, 
5 stand of colours, and nearly the whole of their arms, 
baggage, and ammunition. Among the prisoners is said 





| The electoral law had passed in the French Chamber 
| of Deputies. The vote in favor of government was six 
| toone. The French funds had exporienced a considera- 


| ble rise. The patriotic loan was proceeding slowly, and 
| was looked upon as a failure. 














NOTICE. 

Persons who are indebted to me for the 2d volume of 
the Watchman are requested to make payment by the 
15th of June next—I believe that no one of them who 
intends to pay for the Watchman will neglect to com- 
ply with this reasonable request, and it is my intention 
to erase every persons’ name from my subscription who 
neglects todo so. All those subscribers who commen- 
ced with the 2d vol. according to our terms, are charged 
$2.75: but should they promptly come forward and set- 
tle for them, a deduction will be made. Agents are re- 
quested to make returns of what they have collected 
at the above specified time, as I intend to take measures 
tocollect my demands. There may, it is possible, be 
some to whom it will be inconveint to pay as soon as the 
15th of June—such may give their notes, payable on de- 
mand with interest, to any authorized agent or this pa- 
per. The subscribers of the Watchman, I believe, are 
good patrons, but there may possibly be a few who troub- 
e themselves no further than to receive their papers. 

E. AVERY. 

N. B.—The above notice is intended only for those 
who have received the 2d volume from the first Vo. 
ae 








MARRIAGES, 

In this town, on the 15 inst. by Chauncey Richardson, Esq. 
Mr. Hiram Marcy, of Hartland, to Miss Bethany Blackwell, 
of the former place. 

In this town, on the 19 inst. by Rev. Mr. Hazen, Mr. 
George G. Raymond, to Miss Judith H. Phillips, both of this 
town. 

In Putney Mr. E. F. Parker, merchant of Cavendish, Vt. 
to Miss Rhoda R. Lord, of the former place. 

In Burlington, by Rev. Mr. Ingersoll, Mr. Wm. B. Munson 
of Colchester, to Miss Angelina Day. 


Le 














UNIVERSALIST BOOKS. 
d hess subscriber keeps constantly for sale at 
his house in Barre, a variety of Books, a- 
mong which are, 
Ancient and Modern History of Universalism; 
Ballou’s works; 

Balfour’s reply to Stuart; 
Petit Pierre, on Divine 
or single—cnEap. 

Streeter’s Hymn book; >. 

Also, a variety of valuable: Sermons. 

Orders shall be promptly attended to. 
JOHN E. PALMER. 


Goodness, by dozen 
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perigrinations, we took some pains to call on a| 
subscriber and correspondent, whose zealin the 
cause had procured us a number of subscribers 

and whose pithy productions in our columns had 


drawn the attention of the conductors of sonia 


| QRHE 


| the 


| 


of the first literary periodicals. On"arriving at 
the village inn, we enquired for A. B., and was 
directed to the blacksmith’s shop, where we 





POETRY. 


THE VOICE OF CONSCIENCE. 
Thou who art treading the mazes of sin, 
Judged by the monitor speaking within ; 

Dead to the joys that the virtuous find— 

Dead to the peace of an innocent mind— 
Conscience appeals tothy judgment and heart— 
O ver vs pEPART!—O LET Us DEPART! 


Thou who art steeping a rational soul 

Deep in the fire of the maddening bow! : 

Deep toa pure and a sensitive fame, 

Buried in brothels, in sin and in shame ;— 
Conscience invokes thee !—O yield to her sway— 
Wake trom thy stupor, arise—and away ! 


Thou who art lured by the meteor light, 

Far in the depths of the deepening night; 
Quick-sands and pit-falls are thick in the way— 
Fiends that are prowling and howling for prey— 


|found our friend busily engaged at his usual oc- 
| cupation. 


and his study. It was.a comfortable and snug 
upper chamber, neatly plastered 


case and shelves, with other corresponding con- 
veniencies. His library consisted of upwards of 


some standard works on history and civil gov- 
ernment, science, law, theology, and general 
literature. It must have been in such retire- 





|ment of our free insti tutions.—Ohio paper. 


| There are two kinds of people which we 

| ought never to contradict, those who are far a- 

bove us, and those who are far below us. 
Poverty is accountud disgraceful; but how 


| notable the defect in him who boasts of high de- 


Conscience beseeches!—she pleads with thy heart—| scent. 


O wet us DEPART!—O LET Us DEPART! 


Ye who are bound in the cells of despair, 
Breathing the foul and the pestilent air— 
Branded—despised—as the vassals of vice— 
Take ye of conscience the pleading advice,— 
Haste ye—O haste ye !—why will ye delay! 
Burst from your fetters !—arise and away ! 


Fearful and deep are the goadings of sin, 
Judged by the monitor speaking within ;— 
Seared tho’ the mind be, of nature sublime, 
ConscrenceE refuses to perpetrate crime ,— 
Vile tho’ the passions, she pleads with the heart, 
Bidding the sinner ARISE, AND DEPART. 
— io 
‘The following lines were composed on the occasion of Mrs. 
Biake’s perishing in attempting to pass the Green Moun- 
tains with her husband and child. 
The cold winds swept the mountains’ height, 
And pathiess was the dreary wild, 
And 'mid the cheerless hours of night, 
A mother wandered with her child : 
As through the drifted snow she press’d, 
The babe was sleeping on her breast. 


And colder still the winds did blow, 
Aod darkes hours of night came on; 
Aod deeper grew the drifts of snow. 
Her limbs were chill’d—her strength was gone ; 
“ O God!” she cried in accents mild, 
“1 I must perish, save my child.” 


She stript the mantle from her breast 
Aud bared her bosom to the storm ; 
Aad cound the babe she wrapt the vest, 
And smiled to think the babe was warm; 
With one cold kiss a tear she shed, 
Aud sunk upon a snowy bed. 


At dawn a traveller passed by, 
And saw her neath the snowy veil ; 
The frost of death was in her eye— 
Her cheeks were cold anil pale: 
He moved the robe from of her child— 
The babe look’d up and sweetly smil’d! 











A Blacksmith’s Study.—What would the reader 
say to an invitation to visit the study of a jour- 


neyman blacksmith? Ladies and gentlemen, 
walk in; dont be frightened ; blacksmiths were 
in fashion before dancing masters; and steel was 
used for many purposes of utility previous to the 
invention of corsets. In one of our editorial 





A WEEKLY JOURNAL, 
Of News, Literature, Agriculture, Manufactures, 
&e. Ke. 

The largest newspaper published in Philadelphia, and 
cheapest in the United States—Terms only $2 per an- 
num, half yearly in advance. 

UBLIC ATTENTION is respectfully invited to this 
| popular weekly publication—furnishing as it cer- 
| tainly does, one of the most acceptable vehicles of in- 
| formation tou persons whose occupations will not permit 
them to enjoy the advantages of perusing daily Journals, 
| and also for those who reside out of the city, and desire 
| (for a moderate equivalent) an acquintance with the ear- 

liest and current News. 

| TheSATUDAY COURIER is printed on the patent 
| Naprer Press and comprises twenty-eight columns of 


| 
| THE SATURDAY COURIER. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the largest class, which is renewed every week, and in- | 


| cludes 

Light Reading, in all its departments. 

Internal Improvments, 

Commerce, Agriculture, 

Domestic Manufactures, 

Prices Current of Stocks, 

The Grain aud Flour Market, 

Public Sales of Groceries, &c. Kc. 

Foreign and Domestic Intelligence, received during 
the week, ; 

{>And all other subjects of an interesting nature. 

The Publishers have already received the most flatter- 

jing assuraaces of the complete success—and it is their 

pre to keep up corresponding efforts to make their 

Journal deserving the popular character it has obtained. 

The publishers have the advantage of very extensive 

| facilities of obtaining information at HOME and A- 

| BROAD—which is afforded by an abundant exchange 

| with all the principal papers in the Union—besides, 

| which their office is furnished with the best LONDON 

and LIVERPOOL papers and Magazines of the earliest 

dates. 

The publishers intend to devote annually a portion of 
the profits of their work, to the promotion of the cause 
of LrrERATURE. As soon as proper arrangements can 
be effected, a premium of 

100 DOLLARS 
will be awarded for the best AMERICAN TALE. The 
gentleman who shall be selected to decide the award, 
shall be named at time of offering the premium. 

The publishers are aware of the difficulty of furnish- 
ing their paper in due season to subscribersresiding ata 
distance—this obstacle will be remedied in the course of 
a few weeks, when such arrangements will be made as 
cannot fail to be perfectly satisfactory. 

All orders for the SATURDAY COURIER, (contain- 
ing the price of subscripton,) must be addressed to 


WOODWARD & SPRAGG, 
{ Philadelphia. 





| 
| 
| 








a hundred well selected volumes, ere pe, 


ments that the Benjamin Franklins and Roger| 
Shermans of a former age conceived and planned | 
the movements which resulted in the establish-| 


PROSPECTUS 


TO THE SECOND VOLUME OF THE 


UNIVERSALIST EXPOSITOR. 
H. Ballou, H. Ballou, 2d and L. S. Everett, Ed- 
itors. 

Publishers, encouraged by the approbation 
which has been bestowed upon the first volume of 
Universalist Expositor pe a generous and discrimin 

ating public, would respectfully urge their claims upo- 
a more extensive patronage than the work has hithertn 


Without useless apologies or cere-| received. On commencing the undertaking, serious apa 
=== monies, he politely introduced us to his residence 


prehensions were entertained, that, although a publica- 


| tion ofthe kind was much needed, and loudly called for, 
‘ by the state of the order of Universalists, and the cir- 
t , and provided | 
with a fire stove, a bed, a writing desk, a book | difficult to obtain for it a sufficient patronage to ensure 

| its continuance. 


cumstances of the times, it would, nevertheless, be 


These were occasioned, in part, by 
the fact that our denomination was already supplied with 
a great number of periodicals, all of which were well 
patronized and read with avidity. Still entertaining the 
belief that a publication of a more substantial kind, con- 
taining dissertations upon subjects of the utmost impor- 
tance to the present and future welfare of mankind, 
would greatly subserve the interests of liberal christian- 
ity in this and other countries, they commenced the 
work withthe hope that what appeared so evident to 
them, would, sooner or later, be discovered and acknowl- 
edged by the order generally. They are happy in be- 
ing able to say that the result has confirmed their good 


| opinion of the intelligence, generosity, and discrimina- 
| ting liberality of their brethren. 
| Universalist Expositor, though not so extensive as may 
| have been desired, has been as great as, under all cir- 
| cumstances, could have been reasonably expected— 
| sufficient, we are happy to say, to ensure its continu- 


The patronage of the 


ance. 
With these encouragements to excite them to renew- 
ed exertions, the publishers have made arrangements to 


| retain the services of the former editors, Rev. Hose 
| Ballou of Boston, and Rev. Hosea Ballou, 2d, of Roxbu 


ry; and, in addition, have engaged Rev. L. S. Everett, 
of Charlestown, to take asshare in the labors of the edi- 
torial department of the work for the ensuing year — 


| And should it be found expedient, or necessary, a gener- 
| ous compensation will be allowed to other individuals for 


useful and — communications, 
From the established reputation of the work; from’ 


|the fact that a publication of the kind is much needed; 
| from the encouragement already received: as also, from 
| the determination on their part to render it highly de- 
| serving of the support of the order generally through- 
|out the United States, the publishers have drawn the 


inference, that their expectations, in regard to its ob- 
taining a far more liberal patronage than it has hitherto 
received, will be fully realized. 

For the information of those who are not acquainted 
with the character and design of the Universalist Expos- 
itor, it may be proper to say, thatit is what its title im- 
ports. Itis intended to be substantially the paper of 
the Order of Universalists. It will contain critical ex- 
positions of Scripture: explanations of scriptural prases 
and subjects; dissertations on biblical literature ; essays 
ona variety of moral and religious subjects; doctrin 
discussions, and expositions, both illustrative and histor- 
ical, of religious truth in general; together with Re- 
views of such works as are peculiarly interesting to Uni- 
versalists. Itis intended to render it a safe depository of 
the most labored and valuable disquisitions, in defence 
and illustration of the doctrine of the restitution of all 
things, and the morality that it enjoins upon man. 

It will be the constant endeavor of the publishers and 
editors to render the Expositor a useful and enteresting 
work to all classes of readers—a companion and guide te 
the biblical student; an assistant to the gospel minister; 
a source of information to the bonest inquirer after truth 
and of comfort and entertainment to the private Chris 
tian. Such are its principal objects. It will, also, con- 
tain, occasionally such Rerntuas as shall be judged of 
lasting, as well as of immediate interest; and the em- 
bellishments of poetry, and specimens of taste and intel+ 
lectual refinement, will not be wholly neglected. And 
asthe typographical appearance of the work it not ex- 
ceeded by that of any contemporary publication of th 
kind, so itis intended that it shall keep pace with the 
improvements of the times. 


CON DITIONS. 

1. The Universalist Expositor will be published 
numbers, stitched in printed covers, containing 64 oc 
vo pages each, on superior paper and new type. ‘ 

2. It will be published on the first day of every othet) 
month, making six numbers in the course of the year, 
two dollars per annum, payable on the delivery of 











first number. 


| 8. Any person becoming responsible for six subser 
\ bers shali receive the seventh copy gratis. " 








